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Foreword

As part of Unite’s ongoing work in building strategic plans for our
manufacturing sectors, this document which looks at the current state
of the UK tyre manufacturing sector and future plans fits with our other
work across the manufacturing sector.
The UK tyre industry is extremely important to the ongoing success of
the UK automotive sector, with a highly skilled and dedicated workforce.
Len McCluskey
As with many other products the tyres industry has been subject to the
effects of globalisation and as such we have consulted with the UK tyre
manufacturers, the global union federation IndustriALL and our sister Union in Workers Uniting, the United
Steelworkers who represent workers in the tyre making industry in the USA.

One of our immediate problems which has emerged through globalisation has been the impact of the
dumping of cheap mono-use tyres manufactured in China which have undercut premium brands in the UK
and the European Union.
Unite is committed to ensuring we maintain a viable tyre manufacturing sector in the UK which provides for
well-paid and stable employment.
Unite will use this document not just in the tyres industry and amongst our members but also politically and
with UK manufacturers.

Len McCluskey,
General Secretary,
Unite the Union
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Executive Summary

Introduction

The UK tyres industry is a key part of the economy. It provides tyres for commuter and passenger transport
by road, the logistics industry and air travel. Tyres are critical for road safety.

The UK tyre industry consists of tyre manufacture, tyre re-tread, distribution and recycling/re-use. The UK
has 3 major tyre producers, Michelin, Pirelli and Cooper. A fourth, Dunlop Goodyear have recently announced
closure of their UK facilities. The UK is also home to a specialist aircraft tyre manufacturer, Dunlop1. Michelin
also have a substantial retread business in the UK, along with Bandvulc (recently acquired by Continental2),
Vacu-Lug and TTS (Truck Tyre Specialists), with many smaller players.

Manufacturing sites are state of the art, with a highly skilled and committed workforce.
However, the UK market is increasingly dominated by imported tyres, often of a lower quality, and dumped
from countries such as China. Road safety assessments are not adequate to remove unsafe tyres from our
roads, and we have seen several factory closures in recent years, devastating the communities in which
they were situated.

The manufacturing side employs around 9000 people directly and indirectly3, with thousands more employed
in fitting, distribution and disposal. Employment numbers have declined significantly over the last 30 years,
initially primarily due to automation, but more recently as a direct result of cheap imports.

This is despite the fact that the UK does not overproduce tyres, with the market being approximately
48 million tyres/year, compared with production at 15 million.
Unite is campaigning to safeguard the industry as a provider of high quality jobs. Our policy proposals are:
1.

Implement anti-dumping duties on below cost imports.

2.

Work with UK trade associations and campaign for a wider application of trade remedies post
Brexit, to include potential effect on employment.

3.

Introduce fiscal or other measures to reverse the decline in retreaded truck tyres.

4.

Improve safety checks, particularly around used tyres. This could include outlawing used tyres.

5.

Implement a labelling system for re-treaded tyres, and clamp down on counterfeit tyres.

6.

Campaign to raise awareness of the importance of tyres for road safety, and encourage the use
of higher quality tyres.

7.

Use public procurement policies to maximise use of high quality UK tyres.

8.

Ensure worker voice in the future of the industry.

Approximately 15 million tyres per year are currently produced in the UK4, the bulk of which (70-80%) are exported.
Recent history has seen large scale closures and redundancies, with Goodyear at Wolverhampton5 and the
proposed closure of Michelin at Ballymena in 20186 being the most recent.
This report will describe developments in the market, the threats to UK jobs, and how we can protect them,
and ensure a sustainable future for the industry.

6

1
2
3
4
5
6

Not to be confused with Dunlop Goodyear, Dunlop Aircraft is a separate company, currently owned by the Canadian Investment firm AAC.
http://www.continental-tyres.co.uk/truck/media-services/newsroom/20160704bandvulcgroup
Estimate from TIF, adjusted to include recent closures http://www.tyreindustryfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads//2011/12/TIF-Factbook-A5-V3.pdf
Based on production from major manufacturers
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-34457153
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-34710060
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Major Global Tyre Companies

The Tyres Market
Global
There are 700-800 tyre manufacturers (with over 160 major companies) globally. The market is dominated by
12-15 of the largest firms, accounting for over 70% of total world production, with the top 5 accounting for
around half of global production. Approximately 650 of the companies are based in China, and it is forecast
that production will be consolidated into fewer, larger companies.7
The global tyre market is expected to be worth $258 billion by 20198, producing a total of 3 billion
tyres/year, two thirds of which are for cars and motorcycles/scooters. Demand is highest in the Asia/Pacific
region, accounting for around 50% of all tyres sold.
Driving factors influencing the tyre market include:

However, there are 36 Chinese companies in the top 75 and 11 in the top 32.13 There was a downturn in the
Chinese industry in 2015, but it has recovered in 201614, with production of approximately 572 million tyres.
This includes both Chinese owned companies, and non-Chinese multinationals.
ChemChina are the biggest Chinese tyre company, recently buying Pirelli, and also owning Aeolus, Xingyang.
Yellow Sea, Double Happiness and Torch.
Rank Company

1. Growing affluence in Asia/Pacific, increasing vehicle demand.

HQ

Tyre Sales € (2015) (billion) % Total Company Sales

1

Japan

24.233

83.8

2. Strong focus on fuel efficiency/stronger environmental regulations/green consumers, and demand for
low rolling resistance tyres.

2

France

20.775

98

3

USA

15.103

100

3. Innovation in tread pattern design such as streamlined ribs, blocks, lugs; lightweight tires; and lower
rolling resistance are resulting in the launch of ultra-fuel efficient tyres.

4

Germany

10.388

26.5

5

China

6.301

99.9

4. Use of lightweight nanofiber materials to further improve energy efficiency.

6

Japan

5.588

86.3

5. Production of airless tyres, avoiding risk of puncture, bursting, or fluctuations in atmospheric pressure
(although these currently appear to be limited to specialist usage such as military vehicles).9

7

South Korea

5.018

100

8

Japan

3.820

79.5

9

China (Taiwan)

3.263

100

10

Singapore

2.762

11

USA

2.731

12

China

13

Japan

2.483

79.8

14

South Korea

2.338

98.5

15

China

2.323 (2014)

16

India

2.723

17

China

1.729

18

India

1.552

19

Finland

1.360

20

China

21

South Korea

1.435

22

USA

1.281
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Challenges the industry faces include:

100

2.683 (2014)

30
100

1.354 (2014)

23

China

1.177 (2014)

1. Limits in the natural rubber industry – natural rubber is only grown in tropical areas, and is at risk from
pests and natural disasters. Although European manufacturers mostly use synthetic rubber, a shortage
in natural rubber will push up prices.

24

China

1.140 (2014)

25

India

0.912

26

China

0.901

Manufacturers are developing alternative sources of rubber, including Guayule, and the Russian dandelion.

100

27

India

0.758

2. For synthetic rubber, there have been rapid price rises for butadiene, a key raw material.11

28

China

0.577

Manufacturers are developing alternative sources to synthesise rubber, including biosynthesis of isoprene
(the key component of natural rubber), and several manufacturers have set up joint projects with biotech
companies, including Michelin (with Amyris), Bridgestone (with Ajinomoto Co) and Goodyear (DuPont).

29

Turkey/Japan

0.567

100

30

Sweden

0.470

17.4

31

Sweden

0.371

61.5

32

China (Taiwan)

0.304

7
8
9
10

8

The biggest company (Bridgestone) is more than twice as large as the top 6 Chinese companies combined.12

IndustriALL Global Union’s Pirelli Global Trade Union Network Meeting 30 November - 1 December 2016, Turin, Italy
http://www.freedoniagroup.com/industry-study/world-tires-3357.htm
IndustriALL Global Union’s Pirelli Global Trade Union Network Meeting 30 November - 1 December 2016, Turin, Italy
http://www.michelin.com/eng/media-room/press-and-news/michelin-news/Innovation/Michelin-has-chosen-to-manufacture-its-revolutionaryairless-tirethe-MICHELIN-X-TWEEL-in-the-US
11 https://chemical-materials.elsevier.com/chemicals-industry-news-and-analysis/synthetic-rubber-producers-pressure-butadiene-prices-climb/

12 http://www.tirereview.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Market-Profile_Tires1.pdf
13 http://en.tireworld.com.cn/Headlines/201697/3807.html
14 http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/global-and-china-tire-industry-report-2016-2020-300393930.html
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Europe
There are 86 tyre factories in Europe (including non-EU and Turkey)15, although several sites are scheduled to
shut over the next few years (including Michelin Ballymena). European production equates to 4.9 million
tonnes, equating to approximately 330 million tyres/year:
Tyres (millions)

Category
Cars and Light Van

The deficit with China has risen rapidly over the last few years, in part due to other areas of the world
imposing tariffs, leaving an increased surplus to be sold into the European market. Whilst currently, the trade
surplus with the NAFTA (North America Free Trade Agreement) area21 offsets to some extent the deficit with
China, India, Korea and ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations), this may change as the trade policy
of the Donald Trump presidency becomes clearer.

290,500,000

Truck and Bus

14,000,000

Motorcycle and Scooter

17,976,000

Agricultural

Dumping (below-cost imports)

6,619,000
16

UK

Significant shifts in the European and UK markets have taken place due to cheap imports, from the reduction
in the retread market, to increasing market share across all forms of tyres for cheap imports.

The UK tyre market is approximately 47.6 million tyres/year.
Category
OE17
Cars and Light Trucks

Replacement

7.7

Cars and Light Trucks Part Worn
Truck and Bus

Several studies22 indicate that some imports, particularly from China are being dumped on the market at lower
than production price.

Tyres (millions)

Duties have been imposed on tyres in several markets around the world, including the USA and Brazil.
However, despite lobbying, the EU has yet to impose any anti-dumping or countervailing23 duties, although
there are signs that this may change in future.24

32.7
4.5 (estimate)

0.2

Truck and Bus Retread

1.7
0.8

It is estimated that 400,000 of truck tyre sales are low cost single use Chinese imports.

18

UK manufacturers make 15 million tyres a year, according to TIF19. The UK market is more than three times
as large as the level of UK production. With political will and a comprehensive investment strategy, UK
manufacturing facilities could expand their market share.

Trade
80% of UK tyres are exported (see Brexit section for further discussion). There is substantial inter-regional
trade of tyres across the world, with Europe having a large trade surplus with North America (NAFTA), but
massive trade deficits with other parts of the world:20

As Chinese tyre sales have reduced in other markets (due to duties), it has meant that more are available to
flood the European market. Most major markets have imposed anti-dumping and countervailing duties, except
for the EU:

Country

Tyre Type

Trade Measure

Duty

Eurasia economic Union

MHCV
(medium and heavy truck, bus)

Anti-Dumping

14.79-35.35%
of customs value

United States

LV (passenger and light truck)

Anti-Dumping
Countervailing

20-73-116.33%
of customs value

Brazil

MHCV and LV

Anti-Dumping

$1/12/kg-S2.59/kg

Egypt

MHCV and LV

Anti-Dumping

3.8-6-%
of customs value

Turkey

MHCV and LV

Anti-Dumping

60% of customs value

India

MHCV

Anti-Dumping

$1.12/kg - $1.31/kg
of customs value

Colombia

MHCV

Anti-Dumping

$5.37/kg

Argentina

MHCV and LV

Anti-Dumping

17-23% of customs value
25

Further trade measures, particularly in the USA, have been lobbied for. However, despite clear evidence
from the US Department of Commerce that MHCV tyres are heavily subsidised, the US International Trade
Commission refused to impose anti-dumping measures, as it said that domestic industry had not been
damaged. This is a major blow to Union members in the USA, and is clearly counter to the evidence.
Policy Proposals
1. Duties need to be imposed on below-cost imports. It is vital that measures are taken as soon as possible,
to avoid further decline in UK and European production. Whatever the outcome of the Brexit negotiations,
the use of duties to reduce below-cost imports is a priority for the UK tyre industry.

10

15
16
17
18
19
20

European Tyre and Rubber Industry Statistics http://www.etrma.org/statistics-2 p20
Ibid p22
OE = Original Equipment i.e. tyres for new vehicles. Replacement is replacing worn tyres on existing vehicles.
BTMA, Graham Wilson
http://www.tyreindustryfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads//2011/12/TIF-Factbook-A5-V3.pdf
Figures from http://www.etrma.org/uploads/Modules/Documentsmanager/20161208---statistics-booklet-2016-final5.pdf p34

21
22
23
24
25

USA, Canada, Mexico
For instance: http://www.tyrepress.com/2015/01/us-sets-antidumping-duties-for-chinese-tyres/
Dumping duties are levied against a company, anti-countervailing against a country, both are used against Chinese tyres.
http://www.tyrepress.com/2016/11/hope-for-europes-retreaders-ec-proposes-anti-dumping-legislation-changes/
BTMA Briefing: Economic Impact of New MHCV Tyre Imports from China on EU Retreated Tyre Market
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Retreading
This is the process of replacing worn treads on the tyre frame, which improves sustainability, and should be
cheaper than replacing tyres completely. Retread tyres use up to 70% less raw materials, and account for
around 30% of the truck tyre market in the EU5 (UK, Germany, Italy, France, Spain).26
Around 5500 jobs in the UK are supported by the retread industry (direct, indirect and induced27).28
At equivalent use, retread tyres support 4.3 times as many jobs as using a non retreadable imported tyre.29

Tyre Labelling
New tyres are subject to labelling with respect to stopping distance, fuel economy and noise. The top-rated
tyres give a 30% reduced stopping distance and a 7.5% improvement in fuel economy34. However, retread
and used tyres are not subject to labelling, the minimum standards required for a label are very low, and
there are issues with consumer understanding of labels, particularly for consumers with limited budgets.

However, re-treading in Europe has seen a substantial decline since 2010, falling from just over 5.5 million
units, to 4.4 million in 2015.30 This is due to imports being cheaper than re-treading of existing tyres31,
with dumping of tyres on the European market below cost price being the primary cause.
Over their lifetime, premium retread tyres are cost competitive with new tyres. However, in the short term,
cost pressures have led to more single use tyres being purchased.
At current pricing levels (due to competition with low cost single use imports) retread tyres are slightly more
expensive (approximately €219 vs €199)32, but overall societal benefits are much higher (jobs, environmental
sustainability).

Studies in the Netherlands showed that using top rated tyres had a potential reduction in road traffic
incidents in wet conditions35. Studies have not confirmed this for the UK, however, this may be due to the
lack of comprehensive studies carried out due to the reduction in forensic accident investigations36.

Policy Proposals

On current trends, the retread market will continue to decline, with up to 1600 job losses in the UK by 2020
(almost 30% of current total).33 However, strategic interventions can reverse this trend and ensure recovery
in the retread market.
Policy Proposals

12

1.

Trade measures to ensure a level playing field between European and other markets, for instance,
anti-dumping and countervailing tariffs.

2.

Public procurement policies to account for environmental and other societal benefits

3.

Other fiscal measures to encourage use of retread tyres. For example, creating a cost differential for
disposing of single use versus retread tyres.

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

http://www.etrma.org/uploads/Modules/Documentsmanager/201611-ey_retreading_lr.pdf p4-5
Induced jobs are those created from spending by direct and indirect employees (e.g. local shops)
http://www.etrma.org/uploads/Modules/Documentsmanager/201611-ey_retreading_lr.pdf p 9
Ibid P12
Ibid p17
ibid p3
Ibid p16
E&Y p20

1. Introduce a labelling system for retread and remould tyres. Whilst the UK’s future relationship with
Europe is uncertain, this could be via a Europe wide system (for truck tyres, work is ongoing, and a
method has been developed to label retread tyres at the same standard as new tyres37), or via a
system based on current labelling for new tyres.
2. An awareness and safety campaign encouraging the use of higher quality tyres, correctly labelled. A shift
towards higher quality tyres has the potential benefit of reducing serious accidents, both to people and
to property. There may also be possibilities for insurance premium reductions, if high quality data can be
gathered proving that using high quality tyres leads to a reduction in accidents.

34
35
36
37

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/284739/tyre_federation_booklet.pdf
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2014/wp29grb/GRB-60-03e.pdf p5
http://www.pacts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/TSCResponsibility_LowRes%20COMPLETE%20FINAL.pdf p iii/iv
http://retreaders.org.uk/rma-welcomes-european-commission-support-for-retreaded-tyre-labelling/
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Brexit
The major manufacturers of new tyres in the UK are fully integrated into a Europe wide supply chain.
Approximately 15 million tyres a year are produced in the UK, however, around 80% are exported.
47.6 million tyres are sold in the UK market per year.
Typically, a major tyre company, with multiple plants, will focus each plant on a small number of products. This
plant will then export to many countries. For instance, Tyre Corp38 in the UK manufactures SUV tyres, exported
to the rest of Europe. Tyre Corp in Romania manufactures small car tyres, exported to the rest of Europe.
Brexit may change all of this. Focussing on one type of tyre, whilst making sense for a company, could leave
a plant vulnerable if the market changes. If tariffs between the UK and the EU are introduced, this poses a
significant threat to the viability of UK manufacturing.
However, as the UK market is far larger than the amount of UK produced tyres, there is an opportunity to
sustain current production, and even expand it. This requires intervention, both in tariffs to reduce cheap
imports, a labelling and safety campaign, to encourage use of higher quality tyres, and public procurement
policies, to promote use of UK made tyres. Along with this, work should be done with the major vehicle
manufacturers to maximise use of UK made tyres on cars and other vehicles.
Trade Defence Mechanisms: Defending our Tyre Industry

Environment
Tyres have an impact on fuel economy, CO2 emissions and waste, although most CO2 emissions are because
of usage, not manufacture, and retread tyres give a significant reduction in raw material usage.
Tyre rolling resistance accounts for approximately 20% of vehicle CO2 emissions, and the use of low rolling
resistance tyres can potentially lead to a reduction of over 5% of vehicle CO2 emissions.41
As tyres wear, they shed small particles. Some of these particles are in the PM1042 and below range, which has
the potential to interact with respiratory systems. However, the volume of PM10 particles from tyres is lower
than that from exhausts, and so far, studies have not found a link between tyre particles and respiratory
health43. The overwhelming majority of particles generated in use are well above the PM10 size that is of risk
to health (unlike, for instance, particles generated by diesel engines).
Disposal of end of life tyres is regulated, however, there are significant problems with illegal dumping of
used tyres, with regular discoveries of illegal tyre dumps with tens of thousands of tyres44. Due to budget
cuts in enforcement agencies and local councils, it is more difficult to detect and prevent illegal dumping.
The industry body, the Tyre Recovery Association, promotes correct disposal of tyres,
which are then used for a variety of purposes, including running tracks and
rubberised tarmac45.

The European Union has a series of trade defence mechanisms in place which regulate imports and exports,
and prevent unfair trading practises. It is vital to our tyres industry that the UK seeks to retain those that
remain useful.
Anti-dumping regulations are one of the most important defence mechanisms. These seek to prevent goods
being sold for a lower price than in the country of origin in order to artificially undercut manufacturers in the
importing market.
The highest profile example of dumping is the devastating impact of dumped Chinese steel on the UK steel
industry; however, dumping is also a major area of concern for the tyres industry. Unite together with the TUC,
ETUC and American and Canadian trade unions oppose Market Economy Status (MES) for China, the granting
of which would hinder the ability of governments to impose trade sanctions.

Policy Proposals
1. Encourage use of premium tyres, which have longer lifespans, reducing the amount of waste generated.
2. Utilise fiscal and other measures to reverse the decline in the retread tyre market.
3. Reverse cuts in local authorities and the Environment Agency, to improve enforcement of illegal
dumping, and protect legitimate disposal via reputable companies.
4. Encourage the use of low rolling resistance tyres46, via Government procurement and other measures.

Working With UK Trade Associations
Unite is working with several UK trade associations39, to put forward proposals for improved trade remedies
post Brexit. These include a faster mechanism for implementing trade remedies, and a wider view of harm, to
include effect on employment as well as competition.40

Tyre Industry In Unite

Policy Proposals
1. Single market access is vital, particularly as at present 80% of UK made tyres are exported.
2. There is an opportunity to raise standards for tyres, for instance increasing the minimum standards for
stopping distance.
3. There is an opportunity to refocus on the domestic market. This can be in addition to maintaining strong
trading relationships with the EU.
4. Future trade deals between the UK and other nations must include strong trade defence mechanisms to
prevent unfair trading practices and be underpinned by provisions to safeguard workers’ rights.

38 Illustrative fictional company
39 Agricultural Industries Confederation, British Ceramic Confederation, British Glass, Chemical Industries Association, Confederation of Paper Industries,
Mineral Products Association, UK Steel. The GMB and Community trade unions are also participants.
40 https://www.ceramfed.co.uk/news/the-future-of-uk-trade-remedies-position-statement-for-the-general-election/
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Unite not only has members who manufacture tyres, but also many members in other sectors that use tyres,
either as part of vehicle assembly, or in use. In particular, the Road Transport Commercial Logistics and Retail
Distribution (RTCL&RD) and Automotive sectors rely on tyres.
Driving HGVs is a hazardous job, and it is vital that high quality, well maintained tyres are used for the safety
of our members and the public. Using cheap imports of dubious quality has the potential to cause serious
incidents.

41
42
43
44
45
46

http://www.tyreindustryfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads//2011/12/TIF-Factbook-A5-V3.pdf p10
Particle size of 10 microns or less http://apps.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Pages/SubstanceInformation.aspx?pid=124
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC89231/jrc89231-online%20final%20version%202.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/02/fly-tipping-clean-up-costs-50m-as-cases-in-england-rise-for-third-year-in-a-row
http://tyrerecovery.org.uk/elts/
Fuel use is directly related to resistance of tyres on the road. New developments by manufacturers have led to tyres that have reduced road
friction whilst maintaining grip, which have the potential to reduce fuel usage.
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Industry Bodies
Tyre Industry Federation

Policy Proposals

The Tyre Industry Federation provides a common platform for the British Tyre Manufacturers’ Association,
the Imported Tyre Manufacturers’ Association, the National Tyre Distributors’ Association, the Re-tread
Manufacturers’ Association and the Tyre Recovery Association.

1. A comprehensive tyre safety campaign, coupled with better enforcement. Although accidents attributable
to unsafe tyres are much lower than, for instance, accidents related to drink driving, nevertheless, the
reduction in drink driving could be a model for how behaviour can be changed.
2. Better enforcement of trading standards to stop sales of illegal tyres.
3. Study of part worn tyres, including feasibility of a labelling system and potential sales ban.
4. Commission studies into the composition of imported tyres from China and ASEAN, along with
exclusion from the rubber crumb supply chain until proven safe.

Unite works closely with the BTMA and RMA, and shares many policy concerns and recommendations,
especially duties on below cost imports, and encouraging the use of re-tread tyres. The RMA are extremely
critical of below-cost imports.47

Health And Safety
Tyres are a critical part of road safety. Tyres heavily influence road handling and stopping distance. It is
estimated that there are several million unsafe tyres on UK roads. This is a considerable issue with the resale
of part worn tyres. In 2015 accident statistics say that 16 deaths and 908 road casualties were caused by
illegal, defective or underinflated tyres48, and according to local council Trading Standards, up to 80% of
part worn tyres are sold illegally.
As well as issues with part worn tyres, there can also be issues with new purchase tyres that have not been
replaced appropriately (e.g. low tread depth, for instance). There is a debate among tyre manufacturers as to
whether the minimum tread depth of 1.6mm should be increased (although proponents of keeping the 1.6mm
limit acknowledge that this is for premium tyres, not cheap tyres)49. However, the fact remains that too many
tyres on our roads are below the current minimum tread depth. In a 2016 study, Tyresafe in conjunction with
the Highways Agency found that 27% of tyres were unsafe.50
The current period of austerity economics may be contributing to the use of unsafe tyres, with vehicle owners
being tempted to buy cheaper, often illegal tyres to save money.
The National Tyre Distribution Association (NTDA) are calling for a complete ban on the sale of part worn tyres.
Disposal of Used Tyres
The Tyre Recovery Association (TRA) are the industry body for disposal of used tyres. Used tyres are recycled
by removing the metal casing for recycling then crumbing the rubber for use in rubberised tarmac, a filler for
sports pitches, making training shoes etc. There have been concerns raised over the safety of crumb rubber
used on sports pitches. However, both the European Chemicals Agency (EHCA)51 and a recent Dutch study52
indicate no significant risks associated with crumb rubber. The US Environment Protection Agency is expected
to issue a report in 2017. However, there is a caveat that the composition of non-EU made tyres is often
unknown, and further work is required to ensure that imported tyres meet European safety standards.

47
48
49
50
51
52
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http://retreaders.org.uk/european-commission-not-able-to-defend-british-industry-against-cheap-tyre-import-from-china/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-38691767
http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/car-news/97370/minimum-tyre-tread-depths-tyre-makers-in-safety-row
http://www.tyresafe.org/media-centre/latest-news/uk-wide-survey-340000-tyres-reveals-10-million-vehicles-driven-illegal-tyre-2016/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13563/annex-xv_report_rubber_granules_en.pdf/dbcb4ee6-1c65-af35-7a18-f6ac1ac29fe4
http://www.rivm.nl/en/Documents_and_publications/Common_and_Present/Newsmessages/2016/Playing_sports_on_synthetic_turf_fields_
with_rubber_granulate_is_safe

Other Unions
National
Unite organises across the tyre industry in a combine, with an annual conference, and regular meetings
between representatives. Actions include campaigning against low quality imports, and promoting the use
of retreaded tyres.
International
The Global Union Federation, IndustriALL organise the rubber and tyre industry.
IndustriALL have trade union company networks for the largest manufacturers,
which Unite plays a part in, most recently at the Pirelli network53.
An example of successful action in the industry came in Turkey, with the Lastik –
Is union, alongside IndustriALL, successfully ending contract labour in 2 factories,
with the creation of 1200 permanent jobs54

“IndustriALL Global Union represents tire workers in every continent, and
in each of the market leading tire companies. Our strategy is based around
building worker power through trade union networks, supporting
organising and education programmes.
We unite tire workers in the fight against precarious work, and in Turkey
international solidarity contributed to our affiliate removing all precarious
work from the tire industry there. In the UK we reject abuse of zero hour
contracts and unfair global trade rules.
The struggle continues and Unite the Union will always remain a central
part of IndustriALL”
Kenal Ozken, IndustriALL Global Union Assistant General Secretary

53 http://www.industriall-union.org/events/industriall-pirelli-global-union-network-meeting
54 http://www.industriall-union.org/historic-union-victory-in-turkish-tyre-industry
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Conclusions
The tyre industry and Unite members have faced severe problems in recent years, with factory closures, and
reduction of market share due to low cost imports.

Unite work closely with our sister union, the USW, through Workers Uniting. The USW have been engaged
in a campaign to reduce the dumping of Chinese tyres onto the US market. The USW played a key role in the
imposition of trade duties on LV (car and light van) tyres. The tariffs had a dramatic positive impact for US
manufacturers, with an immediate significant drop in Chinese tyre imports. More recently, the USW
campaigned to introduce duties on MHCV (truck and bus) tyres. In February 2016, they filed an anti-dumping
petition55, claiming that illegal subsidies of between 19.78% and 52.8% were being used.
The US Commerce Department agreed with the USW, and made anti-dumping and countervailing duty
determinations against Chinese truck and bus tyre importers, ranging from 9%-22.57%, and countervailing
duties between 38.61% and 65.46%.56
However, the US International Trade Commission failed to uphold this ruling, stating that there was no
evidence of harm to the domestic industry. The definition of harm in this case is to show that US companies
are losing market share, money and hours of work. However, by the time all three criteria are met, it is too late
to reverse the damage caused. The USW are appealing the ruling. However, there are issues with the process
of petitioning for trade sanctions, including the cost of applying (which can cost $1.5 million), and the process
of initiation must come from a company or union, rather than being initiated by government.
Other issues the USW face are imports from Thailand, Vietnam and India, and how to reverse the trend of
giving away the budget end of the tyres market to cheap imports.
The USW, with Unite’s support, will continue to campaign to introduce further trade duties.

The issue of Brexit brings challenges and opportunities. As the UK tyre market is significantly larger than UK
production, there may be opportunities to refocus import/export and production balance.
We also believe that the use of high quality tyres needs to be encouraged, from a safety and environmental
point of view, and the retread industry needs to be supported to reverse the recent decline.
The industry supports thousands of workers, many of them in regions with few other high quality jobs
(for instance, Stoke-on-Trent57). The tyre industry in the UK has the potential for a stronger future, but needs
support to do this. Unite is committed to making this happen.

The UK tyre sector is not an industry in natural decline, far from it, this is a proud successful leading
manufacturing industry that supports thousands of Unite members jobs in the UK, that is currently been
left to the vagaries of a global market place and suffer the impacts of cheap Chinese imports and the
worst effects of globalisation, this is an industry capable of great things and securing long term
employment with quality sustainable jobs for our members and their families in the UK, but this needs
a strategic approach with strong support and tangible action from employers and the UK government
through powerful trade deterrents and procurement policies to provide a fair competitive environment
that allows the UK tyre industry to grow and flourish for our members.
Tony Devlin, Unite National Officer, Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals, Process and Textiles Sector
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